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I. 


AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 
of the Life and Trial of NICO- 
LAS ANTHOINE, occafioned 
by Mr. SURENHUSIUS’s Treati/e, 
wherein the Paffages of the Old Tefta- 
ment, quoted in the New, are vindi~ 
cated and reconciled, according to the 
Forms of quoting, and the feveral 
Ways of interpreting the Scripture, 
ufed by the Ancient Hebrew Theolo- 
gers. By the Author of thefe 


Memoirs, 


S I was going to give a further Ac- 
count of Mr. Surenhufius’s Book, 


wherein he undertakes to reconcile 
the Two Genealogies of Jefus Chrift record- 
ed by St. Matthew and St. Luke, and all the 
Paffages of the Old Teftament quoted in the 
New ; it came into my Mind,that Nicolas An- 
thoine forfook the Chriftian Religion, and 
embraced Judaifm, for no othe: Reafon, bur 
becaufe he could not reconcile thofe Two 
Genealogies, and. the Quotations of the 
Evangelifts and Apoftles. A Book, likethat 
of Mr. Surenbujius, would doubtlefs have 
prevented his eee I thall infert here 
the Hiftory of that Man, that every body 
pee be the more fenfible of the Uicfulnefs 
and Importance of Mr, Surenbufius’s Work ; 


and I am apt to believe the Second # Ex. 
erat of his Book will be more acceptable to 
the Readers, after they have read the fol- 
lowing Piece. I add, that I want a little 
Reft, and chat I have by me this Account 
ready for the Prefs. It will appear fromit, 
that to think freely, and to think wifely, are 
Two different Things, 


NICOLAS ANTHOINE was born of Popith 
Parents, at Briew in Lorrain. HisFather took 
a particular Care of his Education, and fent 
him to the College of Luxemburg, where he 
ftudied Five Years. From thence. he was 
removed to Pont-a-Mouffon, Triers, and Co- 
logne; where he went on with his Studies 
under the Direttion of the Jefuits, rill he 
was about Twenty Years of Age. Being 
returned to his Father’s, and difliking che 
Church of Rome, he repaired to Metz, and 
applied himfelf to Mr. Ferry, an Eminent 
Divine of that Ciry, who inftru@ed him in 
the Proteftant Religion, which he héartily 
embraced. From that cime he profefled 
himfelf a Proteftant, and endeavoured to 
convert his Relations to the Reformed Re- 
ligion. From Metz he was fent co Sedan, in » 
order to ftudy Divinity ; and from thence 
to Geneva, where he continued his Theolo- 
gical Studies. He applied himfelf particu. 
arly to the Reading of the Old Teftament; 
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H The ficft Extra may be fen in the laf 
Memoirs. 
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and finding feveral Difficulties in the New, 
which feemed to him unanfwerable , he in- 
wardly embraced the few:/h Keligion, about 
Five or Six Years before his Trial %. His 
firft Doubts were occafion’d by his compa- 
ring together the Two Genealogies of Fefus 
Chrift, asthey are recorded by St. Matthew 
and St. Luke: Buc when he came to examine 
the Paflages of the Old Teftament, that are 
applied to the Mefias in the New, he proved 
fo weak as to renounce Chriftianity. And 
becaufe new Notions of Religion frequent- 
ly make a greater Impreffion, than thofe 
wherein Men have been bred up from their 
younger Years, he grew fo zealous for fu. 
daifm, that he refolved to make an open 
Profeflion of it. Accordingly he left Gene- 
ua, and returned to Metz, and immediately 
difcovered his Opinions to the fews of that 
City, and defired to be admitted into their 
Synagogue : But they refufed him, for fear 
of bringing themfelves into Trouble ; and 
advifed him to go tothe Jews of Amferdam, 
or Venice. Whereupon he refolved to take a 
Journey to Venice, and earneftly intreated the 
tews of that Town to Circumcife him. But 
he was again difappointed ; for thofe Jews 
refufed to comply with his Vefire, and cold 
him the Senate had forbid them to Circum- 
cife any body that was not borna Jew. An- 
thoine, longing to receive the Seal of the 
Fewifh Covenant, went quickly to Padua, in 
Hopes the Jews of that City would be more 
favourable to him; but they gave him the 
fame Anfwer. The fFews of Padua, and 
thofe of Venice, told him, That he might be 
Saved, without Pome an outward Profef- 
fion of fudaifm, provided he remained faith. 
ful to God in his Heart, This made him 
refolve to return to Geneva, where he had 
more Acquaintances than any where elfe, 
M. Diodati, Minifter and Profeffor of that 
City , took him into his Houfe to be Tutor 
to his Children. He pretended to go on 
with his Theological Studies, and was for 
fome time Teacher of the firft Clafs, 
Afterwards he difputed for the Chair of Phi- 
lofophy, but without any Succefs. Al) that 
time he lived outwardly like a true Chriftian; 
for he confeffed at his Trial, that he had 
conftantly received the Communion ; but 
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in private he lived, and performed his D 
votions, like a few. At laf, being = 
and weary of the Condition he was #, and 
wanting a Settlement, he defired a Ten; 
monial of the Church of Geneva, which as 
granted him, and went to tne Synod of = 
gundy held at Gex, in order to be admitted 
into the Miniftry. He was admitted accord, 
ing to Cuftom, promifing to follow the Do 
&rine of the Old and New Teftamenr the 
Difcipline and Confeffion of Faith of the 
Reformed Churches of France, Gc. and en 
appointed Minifter of the Church of p;. 
vonne, in the Country of Gex. 

He had not been long there, when the 
Lord of that Place perceived he never men. 
tioned FJefus Chrift in his Prayers and Ser. 
mons ; that he took his Text only out of 
the Old Teftament, and applied to fome 
other Persfons all the Paflages of the Old 
Teftament, which the Chriftians underftand 
of Fefus Chrift. This raifed great Sufpicions 
againft him When he came to hear of it, 
he was very much perplexed ; and being na. 
turally of a melancholy Temper, he fell in. 
to a Fit of Madnefs in the Month of Febru. 
ary, 1632. Which was look’d upon as a 
manifeft Judgment of God, becaufe it hap. 
pen’d the very next Day after he had ex. 
pounded the Second Pfalm , without apply. 
ing it to our Saviour. He grew fo diftra&ed, 
that he moved upon his Hands and Feet in 
his Chamber, publickly exclaimed againft 
the Chriftian Religion, and particularly in 
the Prefence of fome Minifters of Geneva, 
who wenttofeehim. He inveighed againft 
the Perfon of Chrift, calling him an Idol, 
&c. and faying the New Teftament wasa 
mere Fable. He called for a Chafing-dith 
full of burning Coals, and told the Divines, 
who were in his Chamber, that he would 
put his Hand into the Fire to maintain his 
Doétrine, bidding them do the like for their 
Meffias. His Madnefs increafed to fuch a 
Degree , that he ran away inthe Night from 
thofe under whofe Cuftody he was, as far as 
the Gates of Geneva, where he was found 
the next Morning half naked , and lying in 
the Dire ; and having pull’d off his Shoes in 
the Name of the true God of Jracl, he 
worfhipped him barefooted, and proftrated 
upon the Ground, and uttered fome Blaf- 
phemies. : 

The Magiftrates of Geneva ordered him 
to be carried into an Hofpital, wie a 

y- 








FEBRUARY 


of 
¢ 


Phyficians took Care of him, and he was 
yifited by fome Divines. His Mind was 
compofed by Degrees, and then he left off 
fpeaking injurioully of the Chriftian Religi- 
on, but ftoutly maintain’d Fudaifm. Being 
thus recovered from his Madnefs, he was 
committed to Goal, where he remained a 
confderable Time before the Magiftrates 
took Cognizance of that Affair ; being only 
vifited by feveral Divines, who ufed their 
utmoft Endeavours to make him fenfible of 
the Falfity of his Do&rine, and the Enor- 
mity of his Condut:, and to bring him over 
to the Chriftian Religion ; but he perfifted 
in his Opinions. 

M. Ferry, a Minifter of Metz , who, as I 
have faid before, had converted Anthoine to 
the Proteftant Religion, hearing of the fad 
Condition, and the great Danger he was in, 
writ a Letter about him the 30th of March 
1632. to the Minifters and Profeflors of the 
Church and Academy of Geneva. It con- 
tains {everal Particulars relating to the Hi- 
ftory of that unhappy Man ; and therefore 
I thall infere it here, and I hope no Curious 
Reader will blame me for it. That Letter 
runs thus : 


Mefficurs Oy trex honorex Freres, 


E vous demande pardon de la faute que 

“je men vay faire, fi tant eft que vous 
la jugiez telle. Auffli ne pretens-je pas de 
vous rien expofer icy que pour le foufmet- 
tred votre cenfure. J'ai appris avec une 
merveilleufe douleur l’hiftoire de ce pau- 
vre Malheureux qui eft entre Vous: fur 
le fujet de laquelle je vous fupplie me fup- 
porter en la hardieffle que je prens de vous 
efcrire. Ce n’eft pas du tout fans en eftre 
requis. Joint qu'il ne faut pas attendre 
de vocation pour aider 4 conferver un mi- 
ferable qui cerche fa ruine. Dieu, la Na- 
ture, la cognoiflance, & les anciennes 
amitiez me pouvans eftre des caufes fuffi- 
fantes a cela. Aufli ayant: fervi d’inftru- 
ment de J’amener 4a falut, je penfe avoir 
beaucoup de raifons de defirer qu’il ne fe 
perde, & de m’ingerer, s'il vous plaift, a 
y travailler avec vous. Je rends graces a 
Dieu qu’ayant voulu faire en luy un nou- 
vel exemple de linfirmité humaine, fa 
main lait amené au milieu de vous, ot il a 
peu: eftre empefché-de faire du mal, & 
ou voftre efprit avec le fien concourrort, 
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comme il§ font aufli,pour fon bien & pour 
fa redu&tion. En quoy, Meffieurs, je penfe 
que le meilleur moyen fera la Douceur & 
la Patience. Je ne doute pas que fon mal 
ne vienne d’une Melancholie noire & pro- 
fonde, a laquelle je lay veu tousjours fort 
panché, fur cout depuis la desbauche qu'il 
fit faire 2 un jeune homme, Iequel iJ tira 
de Sedan icy, ot il pretendoit gagner 
quelque chofe a luy enfeigner la Philofo- 
phie, & que furtivement il emmena plus 
Joing, nonobftant les remonftrances que 
je luy en avois faites avec inftances de le 
renvoyer, & au jeune homme de s’en re- 
tourner, comme il m’avoit promis ; Mon- 
fieur du Moulin |’ayant ainfidefiré & moy, 
pourcequ’il luy avoit efté recommandé. 
Des lors il ne pouvoit fupporter le jour, 
en faifoit fermer toutes les advenues chez 
un Gentilhomme ou j'avois trouvé moyen 
de le faire placer, tousjours inquiet , o 
pouvoir eftre en repos en aucun lieu, taci- 
turne, fans mefme fe pouvoir exprimer 
qu’avec peine, & comme a motsarrachez, 
quelque peine que je prifle de le folliciter 
3 fe mieux ouvrir, a le faire venir chez 
moi, de fois 4 autre le recevoir 4 ma table, 
& de le faire traiter comme il fut avec un 
grand foin, Ce que nous ne pouvions 
attribuer qu’au mauvais fuccez qu'il avoio 
eu en un Synode de I'Ifle de France, ot il 
avoit efté envoyé avec tefmoignage & re- 
commendation de l’Eglife & Academie de - 
Sedan, & d’oi il avoit efté pourtant ren- 
voyé. Depuis la fouftraction de ce jeune 
homme, il m’a tefmoigné par plufieurs 
lettres d’eh avoir un regret extreme, ne 
m’en a efcrit pas une fans ufer de grandes: 
deprecations , avec paroles d’un efprit ab- 
batu, f reffentant & complaignanct fur. 
tout de quelques reprehenfions qu’on Iuy- 
en avoit faites hors d’icy ; de forte que. 
jay efté quelquefois contraint de luy efcri.- 
re qu'il devoit nettoier fon efprit de ces 
fcrupules fuperflus, & de cette trifteffe, 
non feulement hors de faifon, mais dan-- 
ereufe, & a Texhorter de s’appliquer 4 
Feftude avec gayeté & refolution de mieux 
faire. Tellement qu'il eft bien a croire 
que fa Melancholic a efté encor. noircie » 
par ces pensces fombres, & de plus, irritie. 
par la pauvreté & la neceflité de beaucoup 
de chofes ou il tomba. toft aprés, & donc: 
il sen plaint fort fouvent i moy par Lec. 
tres, jufques 3 me reprefenter les tenta. 
. 2 ** £10Ns 
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tions dont fon efprit fe tr@uwoit lors pref- 
que du tout englouti. A quoy il femble 
qu’on peut adjoufter Ja forme de fes eftu- 
des attachées apres le Vieil Teftament, fur 
lequel i] m’a efcrit qu'il dreffoit une Con- 
cordance. En tout cas quand bien ce ne 
feroyent pas 1a les caufes de fon mal, fi 
eft-ce que vous [¢avez, Meflieurs, qu'il 
fe trouve une forte de Melancholie, en la- 
quelle les Medecins recognoiffent Seoy 77, 
gui n’eft pas neantmoins ui un Crime, ni 
un Chaftiment de la Juftice de Dieu, mais 
une grande mifere. De vray celle ob il 
eft rombé depuis fon devoyementr eft bien 
pitoyable: mais, Meflieurs, je penfe pou- 
voir ofer dire, quencor que la Nature {oit 
Yinftrument de Ia Providence de Dieu, fi 
ne faut il pas prendre tous fes accidens 
pour des punitions ou pour des exemples 
d’une mauvaile vie, ni la Manie de ce 
Miferable pour un chaftiment exprés de 
fon erreur. Y ayant tant de caules pour 
eftimer qu'il vient du Vice du Cerveau, 
& dela Melancholie. II femble bien que 
e’en ait efté feulement une exacerbation, 
laquel’e ayant efté fedée par les remedes , 
ne luy a plus laiffé fon mal qu’en fon eftat 
precedent: & combien qu'il n’exorbite 
qu’en ce feul point duquel il eft prevenu, 
il n’y a pas neantmoins fujet de conclurre 
qu'il y parle de fens froid, & d'un juge- 
ment non Jezé. Car c’eft le propre de cet- 
te forte de Mélancholie de n’avoir qu’un 
objet, laiffant en toute autre chofe a I’e- 
fprit fes propres actions, comme vous {a- 
vez mieux que moy ; tellemont qu'il fe 
trouve des gens doétes parlans en toute 
matiere avec beaucoup de tranquillité & 
de fcavoir, & n’ayans qu’un grain de folie 
quils ne defcouvrent que par periodes, ou 
4 ceux qui les y touchenr, ou qbi leur en 
parlent. Auxquels je fuis d’autant plus 
enclin de comparer ce Malheureux, gu’en 
lendroit de la fienne , ot il penfe eftre le 
plus fage, i] fe monftre plus deplorable ou 
plus ridicule, difant chofe de Jaquelle hors 
de cet accez il auroit honte, quand mefme 
il ne feroit pas Chreftien, quifqu'il nie, 4 
ce que j’apprens, ce que Payens & Juifs 
atteitent & confeflent, & s’en vantent. 
Ce n’eft donc pas Herefie, mais Blafpheme 
procedant d’un efpric plus malade que per- 
verty, & plus tranfporté que s’emportant. 
De quoy aufli fes frayeurs & {es horreurs 
ordinaires font 4 mon avis des indications 
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certaines, fans qu’il foit necefaire de leg 
imputer Aun jugement de Diey touchant 
fa Reprobation. Car aprés tout , Mer 
fieurs, il eft certain qu'il vous trom ee ; 
difant qu'il y a huit ou dix ans qu'll’s = 
folu en foy mefme ce qu’il declare } pres 
fent ; car non feulementen cet entretemps 
il a tousjours fait toutes fortes de renege. 
perfonelles d'une profeflion Chrettienne 
mais a mefme gagné fon Frere 3 Ja noftre 
en laquelle il vit honeftement parmy nous, 
& 4 tafché d’en faire autant de fon Pere. 
auquel comme 4 luy ilen a efcrit quantiré 
de lettres, qui ont paflé par mes mains 
plufieurs defquelles j’ay ouvertes, & que 
j ay tousjours veués pleines d’un ftyle ar. 
dent, & de tefmoignages d’une merveil. 
leufe & peu commune affection 4 Jefus 
Chrift, & a la verité diceluy enfeignée en 
nos Eglifes, pour a laquelle les amener & 
tout le refte de leur famille , il Jeur efcri. 
voir eftre preft de mourir, fi Dieu luy fai. 
foit cognoiftre qu’il y peuft fervir. Mef. 
me lors quil fut receu au Miniftere, il 
me l'efcrivit de Geneve du29. Novembre, 
comme & celuy quil fouloit appelier, 
comme il fic encore lors, fon tres cher 
Vere Spirituel duquel Dieu s’eftoit fervy 
pourlamener, difoit-il, a fa cognoiflance, 
& me pria de les en faire advertir , ayant 
fait, comme il m’ef{crivoit, une conftante 
& trés-ferme refolution de vouloir de Ja 
en avant vivre en homme de bien plus que 
jamais, & s’employer de toutes fes forces 
a acquit de fon devoir, 

 Jeltime donc, Meflieurs & tres honorez 
Freres, qu'il ne doit point eftre creu en 
cette perturbation oi il eft, & efpere que 
fi on luy donne temps, comme j’entends 
que vous faites, pour cuver cette frenefie, 
il ne blafphemera plus, & que Dicu vous 
donnera confolation de voftre travail & de 
voftre patience. Pour cet effet je defire- 
rois fort qu’on luy oftaft cout abord d’au. 
tres gens que de perfonnes familieres, ou 
“ lefquelles il ait eu en refpett & particu 
liere confideration, & par lefquelles il 
puiffe eftre traité doucement; @fin, ou 
gue trop d’accours, ou trop dinftances, 
ou une jufte feverité, mais prématurec, 
ne mette le feu a cet Efpric. 
“‘ Meffieurs, permettez mo 
fuplie, de vous dire, qu’il 
neceflaire pour l’édification 
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que cette affaire fe traite avec une grande 
“ retenve, 
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‘* retenvé. Tout autre exemple gue l'on 


“ en yvoudroit faire, nuiroit fans doute mer- 
“ yeilleufement. Propofez-vous, s’il vous 


« plaift, le fcandale que Von en recevroit 
“* prés & loing, & ce qui pourroit eftre dit 
“ contre la Charge & contre la Profeffion 
« gun homme venant du Pap. Et ayant 
“ parmy nous ez Academies plus illuftres, a 
“ Ja table de plufieurs Pafteurs, appris a Ju- 
“ daizer d’un fens recognu, & jugé entier ? 
“ Le Judaifme auffi n’eftant pas une feéte, de 
“ Jaquelle il faille rien craindre, il ne fem 
‘* ble pas qu'il foit neceflaire den prevenir 
‘ Ja confequence par une punition publique. 
‘* Peuteftre mefme que l'afion n’en plairoit 
“ pasatous. Il y a des fautes extraordinai« 
““ res defquelles ayant le coupable a eftre pu- 
“ ny, on en ofte le fpeftacle, & en fuppri- 
‘«« me-on Jes Ates, pour n’en laiffer Ja honte 
‘« au fiecle prefent, ni la trace a la pofterité. 
“ En tout cas, il n'eft pas befoing de fe 
‘“ hafter en chofe, qui peut tousjours eftre 
‘ faite, & ot le delay ne peut nuire, peut 
“ mefme quelquefois fervir. A Servet dog- 
« matifant d'un fens froid & fec depuis vingt 
“ ans & plus, en plufieurs lieux, de bouche 
“ & par Livres efcrits & imprimez, & cho- 
“ fes bien plus fubtiles & plus perilleufes, il 
“ fut donné un long temps pour fe remettre. 
“ Encor, Meffieurs , f,avez vous les divers 
“ difcours, quisen font enfaivis. Ce neft 
‘* pas que j'y trouve rien a redire: je penfe 
“ gu'une telle Pefte ne pouvoit pas mieux 
 eftre eftouffée qu'en fon propre feu. Mais 
“ cettuycy eft hors de comparaifon de cho- 
‘« fes pareilles ; & je prie Dieu de tout mon 
“ coeur quil lay donne une meilleure iflué , 
‘ & vous, Meflieurs & trés honorez Freres, 
“ de ne vous laffer point en cette oeuvre de 
“ voftre grande charité , en laquelle 11 vous 
“ infpirera de prendre les remedes neceflaires 
‘“ pour redrefler ce Malheureux, & pour 
“ preferver I Eglife de cette infamie. Ceft 
‘ Je but que je me fuis proposé en cette 
‘« Lettre, laquelle je vous fupplie trés hum. 
‘« blemune de n’avoir pas defagréable, qu’au- 
“ crement je tiendrai pour non efcrite, finon 
' en ces fouhaits ane je Viens d’y faire, & ez 
prieres que jadjoufte que Dieu beniffe 
‘ eousjours abondament vos perfonnes & vos 
‘« faints labeurs, & accroiffe voftre Eglife, 
“ & tienne tousjours voftre Effat en fa pro- 
‘* teftion excellente, & moy en l'honneur 
“ de vos bonnes graces que je vous deman- 
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* de avec humilité, comme eftant de tone 
** mon coeur, 


“ Mefficurs, 


“ Votre trés-bumble , 


A Metz le “* treseobeiffant, & 
3°. Mars 1632. ** sres-affeFionnéS ere 
) “* witeur, 
FERRY. 
That is, 


Gentlemen, and moft Honoured Brethren, 


“ | Beg your Pardon for the Fault I am go- 
“ ing tocommit, if you take it to be 
“ fuch: And indeed I don’t pretend to ree 
x prcteng any thing to you, but in order to 
** fubmit ic co your Cenfure. I have heard 
with an unfpeakable Grief what has hap- 
** pen'd to that poor Wretch, who is amongft 
‘“ you; end I befeech you to forgive my 
** Freedom in writing to you about it, J 
** don’c do it altogether without the Requeft 
“ of others : Befides, one muft not expe& 
** a Call co preferve an unfortunate Man, 
** who runs himfelf into Deftruétion ; fince 
** God and Nature, and our Ancient Ac- 
" esses and Friendfhip, may be a fuf. 
“ ficient Motive for me todoit. To which 
“* Tadd, that having been inftrumental in 
“ bringing him to Salvation, I think I have 
*“ great Reafon to defire that he may not 
** undo himfelf, and to endeavour, with 
** your Leave, to preventit. I thank God, 
“* fince he has thought fit co make him 2 new 
‘* Example of Human Frailty, that he has 
‘* brought him amongft you, that you mi 
“ prevent his doing Mifchief, and endea- 
“ vour to reclaim him. I think, Gentle- 
“ men, that Mildnefs and Patience will be 
“ the moft proper Means to fucceed in it. 
“ I make no doubt chat his Illnefs proceeds 
“ from a black and deep Melancholy, to 
“ which I always perceived he was very 
** much inclined; efpecially after he had 
“ feduced a young Man, whom he brought 
“ hither from Sedas, in hopes to get fome- 
“ thing by teaching him Philofophy ; and 


fT) 


“ then he privately carried him farther, tho’ 
“ T had 
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I had earneftly defired him to fend him 
back, and exhorted the young Man to re- 
turn to Sedan, which was M. du Moulins 
Defire, to whom he had been recommend- 
ed. From that time he could not bear 
the Light in any Room of a Gentleman’s 
Houfe, where I had placed shim, being 
always uneafy, ‘reftlefs, and filent. Nay, 
he had much ado to exprefs himfelf, and 
it was a hard Matter to make him {peak, 
tho’ I earneftly defired him to be more 
free, and fent for him, and made him dine 
with me now and then, and took all pof- 
fible Care of him. Which we afcribed to 
the ill Succefs he had in a Synod of the 
Ig of France, whither he had been fent 
with a Teftimonial, and Recommenda- 
tion of the Church and Academy of Sedan, 
notwithftanding which, he did not ap- 
pear fufficiently qualified for the Miniftry. 
After he had enriced away that young 
Man, he writ feveral Letters to me, 
wherein he expreffed a great Grief for it; 
and in all of them he ufed many Words, 
which fhewed his Mind was very much 
dejected, being above all things fenfible 
of the Reproofs he had received for it. 
So that I chenight my felf obliged to write 
to him now and then, to clear his Mind 
of thofe needlefs Scruples, and of fuch 
an unreafonable and dangerous Vexation, 
and to exhort him to apply himfelf to his 
Study with Chearfulnefs, and a Refoluti- 
on to do better for the Time tocome, It 
is therefore highly probable that his Me- 
Jancholy has been heighten’d by thofe 
cloudy Thovghts, and likewife by the 
Poverty and Want of many Things, into 
which he fell foon after , and whereof he 
complain‘d to me in his Letters, fo far as 
to mention the Temptations under which 
his Mind was almoit ready to fink. To 
this I may add the Nature of : his Stue 
dies. bent upon the Old Teftament, on 
which he writ to me that he was drawin 

up aConcordance %. However, thoug 

thofe things were not the true Caufe of 
his Hlnefs, you know, Gentlemen, that 
there is a fort of Melancholy, in which 
the Phyficians acknowledge Sdiov 7, 
which is neither a Crime, nor a Divine 





Me That Circumfance ought to b¢ minded, 
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“ Punifhment, but a great Misfortune 
“ Certainly that which he lies sere 
“ very ey ;' but, Gentlemen, I think 
“ I may fay that tho’ Nature is the Inftry. 

ment of God's Providence , yet all A¢ci. 
dents ought not to be look’d upon as Py. 
“ nifhments, or Signs of a wicked Life, nor 
“ the Madnefs of that poor Wretch as a 
formal Chaftifement for his Error; there 
being fo many Reafons to believe that it 
proceeds from the Diforder of the Brain, 
“and from Melancholy. His Madnefs 
* feems to be only an Exorbitant Fit of 
“© Melancholy , which being allay’d by Re. 
** medies, he apres now in his former 
“ State: And tho’ he errs only in the fingle 
“ Point, for which he is profecuted, there 
‘is no Reafon to infer from it, that he 
“ fpeaks in cold Blood, and with a found 
“ Mind. For’tis the Property of that fore 
“ of Melancholy to have but one Objed, 
“¢ leaving the Mind free in all other things, 
“as you know better than I, There are 
‘‘ fome who fpeak upon any Subje& with 
‘* great Learning and Sedatenefs, and have 
“ but one Grain of Madnefs, which they 
€ difcover only by Intervals, to thofe who 
“ hitupon it. I am the more willing to 
“ compare that unfortunate Man to them, 
“ becaufe in that very thing, wherein he 
* pretends to be wife, he appears moft ri- 
*‘ diculous; for he fays what he would be 
“ afhamed of out of his Fit, tho’ he were 
“ no Chriftian ; fince he denies , as‘ F hear, 
‘* what the very Heathens and ews acknowe 
“* ledge.“ And therefore ‘tis not a Herefy, 
“ but a Blafphemy , which proceeds from a 
‘* Mind rather diftempered than perverted. 
“ His ufual Frights and Horrors are in my 
“* Opinion, a certain Sign of it; and there 
** is no Reafon to afcribe them to a Divine 
“ Judgment , and to infer from thence that 
“he is a Reprobate. After all, Gentlemen, 
“* "tis certain he impofes upon you, when he 
“* tells you that he believed Eight or Ten 
‘* Years ago what he believes now : For fince 
“ that time, he has not only given all man- 
“ ner of Proofs of his Chriftianity, but alfo 
‘* brought over to the Reformed Religion 
‘* his Eldeft ‘Brother, who lives honeftly 
‘Samong us; and he has endeavoured to 
“ work the fame Effe& upon his Father, to 
“ whom he has writ many Letters , feveral 
“* of which I have open’d ; ‘wherein he ex- 


© prefs'd a great Zeal, and a wonderful 


* Love 
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Love for Jefus Chrift, and the Chriftian 
Truths that are taught in our Churches. 
And in order to bring over his Relations 
to our Religion , he writ to them that he 
was ready to die for it, if God required 


‘icof him. Nay, when he was admitted 


into the Miniftry, he acquainted me with 
it in a Letter from Geneva, dated the 29th 
of November; being ufed tocall me, as he 
did then, his Dear Ghoftly Father, whom 
God had been pleafed to make Ufe of, in 
order to bring him to the Knowledge of 
the True Religion : And he defited me 
to acquaint his Relations -with ir, being 
fully refolved for the future to léad a bec- 
ter Life than ever,and to perform his Duty 
to the utmoft of his Power. And therefore, 
Gentlemen, and moft Honoured Brethren, 
I think he ought not to be believed in 
what he fays, during fuch a Diforder of 
his Mind ; and I hope that if you allow 
him fome time to recover from his Fren- 
zy, as I underftand you do, he will no 
longer blaf{pheme, and God will give you 
Comfort after your Labour and Patience. 
To that end, I wifh none may have Ac- 
cefs to him, but fuch as are familiarly ac- 
quainted with him, or for whom he has a 
particular Refpef& and Veneration, and 
by whom he'may be gently ufed, left his 
Mind be exafperated by too many Vifi- 
tants, or by an unfeafonable, though juft 
Severity. | 

‘* Gentlemen , give me leave to tell you , 
that it feems highly neceflary for the Edi- 
fication of the Church, that this Affair 
fhould be managed with great Prudence. 
If you make an Example of him, it will 
doubtlefs prove extremely prejudicial. I 
intreat you to confider the great Scandal 
it will occafion far and’ near, and what 
might be faid againft the Office and Pro- 
feflion of a Man converted from Popery , 
wno has learned to Judaize among us in 
the moft famous Academies, converfing 
every Day with feveral Paftors. Befides , 


: a being no dangerous Se&, it does 
¢ 


not feem neceffary to prevent the ill Con. 
fequences of it by a publick Punifhment. 
Nay, perhaps every Body would not ap. 
prove of it. There are fome extraordina- 
ry Crimes, for which, when the guilty 
Perfon isto be punifhed, tis not done in 
publick; and the Proceedings are fup.- 
prefled, to clear the prefent Age from 
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‘ better End: And 
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fuch an Infamy, and to leave no Marks of 
it to Pofterity. However, there isno 
Need of being too hafty in a thing, that 
may be done as well intime, and when a 
Delay cannot be prejudicial, but rather 
ufeful. .Servetus had a long time allowed 
him for his Amendment, Ls he had dog- 
matized above Twenty Years in. cold 
Blood, and in feveral Places, both by 
Word of Mouth, and in Written and 
Printed Books , about things much more 
fubtil and dangerous. And yet, Gentle- 
men, you know the various Difcourfes 
that were occafioned by his Execution. 
I don't fay this, becaufe I find faule with 
it: Onthe contrary , I think fuch perni- 
cious Errors could not be better fuppreffed, 
than by committing the Author to the 
Flames. But this Man cannot be compa- 
red to Servetus; I pray God to give him a 
befeech you, Gentle«~ 
men, and moft Honoured Brethren , not 
to grow weary in this Work of your great 
Charity, wherein God will dire& you to 
ufe fuch Remedies as are neceffary to re- 
claim that unfortunate Man, and to pre 
ferve the Church from fuch an Infamy: 
This is the Defign of this Letter ; which 
I humbly befeech you not to be offended, 
with: Ocherwife I fhould be forry to have 
writ it, excepting the Withes I have juft 
now made, and my further Prayers to 
God , that he would plentifully blefs you 
and your Holy Labours, increafe your 
Church, and ever keep you under his Pro« 
teftion. I beg of you the Continuation 
of your Benevolence, being with great 
Sincerity, 


‘Gentlemen, 


Your mos Humble, 
moft Obedient, and moft 
AffeFionate Servant, 


FERRY. 


30. 1632. 


Mr. Meffrezat, a Learned Divine of the 


Church of Paris, writ Two Letters to Mr. 
Chabrey, his Brother-in-Law, and Minifter 
of Geneva; wherein I find Two Paflages, 
that deferve likewife to be imparted to the 
Publick’ Mr. Mefrezat thought ee 
a 
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had been a Monk. His firft Letter is dated 
from Paris, March 12. 1632. 


“T 4 am troubled for you, fays be in 
“ shat Letter, about your Astitrinitarian, 
“ The Writings of our Predeceffors de puxi- 
“ endis Hereticis, have not been edify- 
“ ing (NB.) , and prove very prejudicial to 
“ us in the Countries where the Magiftrates 
® sre our Enemies. ’Tis true, the Enormit 
“ of that Man, his Blafphemies, his Profet- 
“ fion of Chriftianity, and his Miniftry, 
“ aggravate hisCrime. May God Almigh- 
“ ey dire& your Magiftrates in the Matter ! 
“ If every Body had the fame Thoughts of 
* Monks as ¥ have, none of them fhould 
“ ever be admitted into the Holy Miniftry. 


God to remove, by the Efficacy of 


tal 


“ T pray 

«¢ his Word, the Scandal occafioned by that 
os “tr Man, and to keep you under 
« his Protettion. 


The Second Letter of M. Mefrezat, is 
only dated March 30, 1632, but it was like- 
wife written from Pars. The following 
Paffage is to be found in ir. 


* As ¢ for what concerns your Jems/b 
* Monk, and revolted Minifter, the moft 


— 
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% Je fuis en peine pour vous de voftre 
Antitrinitaire. Les Efcripts de nos Predecef- 
feurs de puniendis Hereticis nont pas efté 3 
grande édification, & tournent és Eftats, ot 
le Magiftrat nous eft contraire, 4 noftre 

rand préjudice. Mais ici il y a Fénormité, 
ee blafphemes, la profeffion de Chreftien & 
de Miniftre qui aggravent lecrime. Dieu y 
vueille bien addreffer Meflieurs vos yo 
ftrats' Si tous avoyent mefme croyance des 
Moines que moy, jamais on nn recevroit 
aucun au St. Miniftere. Dieu vueille fur- 
monter le fcandale, que ce garnement donne, 
par lefficace de fa parole, & vous tenir en fa 
‘garde! 

¢ Quant @ voftre Moine Juif & Miniftre 
senié, les plus fensés luy fouhaitrent icy une 
prifon perpetuelle &, eftroite, ou il nait 
communication avec aucun quavec perfon- 
nes capables de le reduire pour le voir de 
temps en pany & crapper merveilleufe- 
ment les confequences dun fupplice pa 
depeur qu'on ninfere par deca, que des pro- 


—-— 
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“ Judicious Perfons in this To i 
“* may be confined to a perpetual Paar 
“* ment, and not be allowed to fee any Body 
“* but fuch as are qualified to reclaim hin 
. They are very much afraid of the Con. 
“ fequences of a publick Execution, left it 


“© fhould be inferred from it by our Ad 
* faries in thefe Parts, thar fat » fol 


“ againft the Pope, (the retended Vj 
“ Fefus Chri) or a aint the Hof of the 
“ Mafs, are likewife Blafphemies againgt 
“ Chrif, and ought to be punithed in the 
“ fame manner : For they talk in the fame 
“ Strain; and all Supreme Magiftrates are 
“ Judges of Confequences in their Jurifdi. 
“* &ions. | 


Whilft Nicolas Anthoine was a Prifoner, he 
prefented Three Petitions to the Council 
The firft is dated March 11. 1632. and be- 
gins thus. In the Name of the great God of 
Heaven , who is the mighty God of Mrael: His 
holy Name be hleffed for ever. Amen. He bes 
feeches the Council to get fome Papers cons 
cerning his Faith reftored to him, which he 
had de ivered to a Divine, who ask’d for 
them in their Name ; that he may revife, 
correé, and finifh them, before any thing be 
inferr'd from them. And then he adds : Ene 
querez vous de ma Vit. F ay toujours tafché de 
vivre en la crainte de Dieu, @ de m enquerir & 
de fuivre la droite voye de falut. Dieu fait fon 
fecret paroitre 2 eux qui Lont en.honneur. Ce 
que je fais ce nef} que pour rendre raifon de ma 
créance ala gloire de Diew, C* au falut de mon 
ame, Dieu connoit mon cocur G’ eft temoin de 
mon integrite O° demon innocence, N attirex 
point de Sang innocent fur vos tétes, mi fur v0# 

familles, wi fur votre ville, G Dieu, on la main 
de qui nous fommes tous, vous benira, fi vous 
aimex. Jes faintes voyes. Fe le prie de toute mon 
ame quil vous beniffe, CG’ vous touche le coeur, a 
ce que vous foiex emeu de quelque pitie @ came 

menuers moi le pevre pi affige Serviteur de 
[Eternel. Thatis, “ Enquire into my Life. 





pos contre le Pape, Vicaire pretendu oa 
fus Chrift, ou contre Hoftie de la Mefie,. 
foyent appelés Blafphemes contre Chrift , 5 
pretendus femblablement puniffables ; cat 
on en parle de la forte, & tous Magiftrats 
Souverains font maiftres & juges des con 
quences en leurs Jurisdictions. 

« I have ; 
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« J have always endeavoured to live in the 


Fear of God, and to feek and follow the 
right way to Salvation. God difcovers 
his Secret to thofe who honour him. 
‘What I do, is only to give an Account of 
my Faith, to the Glory of God, and for 
the Salvation of my Soul. God knows 
my Heart, and is a Witnefs to my Inte- 
grity and Innocence. Don’t draw inno- 
cent Blood upon your Heads, nor upon 
your Families, and your City; and God, 
in whofe Hands we all are, will blefs you, 
if you love his Holy Ways. I befeech 
him with all my Soul to blefs you, and to 
touch your Hearts; that you may be mo- 
ved with Pity and Compaflion towards 
me, the peor and affli€ted Servant of the 
Lord, Oc”. 


Authoine prefented his Second Petition the 


next Day, (March 12) I fhall infere it at 
length, firft in % French, to fatisfy the Cu- 
riofity of thofe who underftand that Lan- 
guage, and then in Engiifh. 


Au Saint nom del Eternelle Dieu d Ifracl, 


Magnifiques © trdsehonorez Seigneurs, 


CE que je m’en vai vous reprefenter 
“ n’eft nullement pour éviter la mort. 
Selon Dieu je ne l’ay nullement meritée ; 
car je le crain, & aime, & le beni, & le 
veux benir, & adorer fon faint & glori- 
eux & venerable nom jufquau dernier 
foupir de mavie. Neantmoins felon vos 
loix, felon votre creance, & felon ce qu'on 
m’objette ordinairement , vous jugerez 
que je Jay bien meritée. Sil plaifoit a 
Dieu, il feroit voir fes grandes merveilles 
en me delivrant, non pas a caufe de moy 
chetif & miferable pecheur ; mais afin de 
glorifier fon grand & venerable nom, & 
afin que toute la terre univerfelle connoifle 
quil eft Dieu tout puiffant regnant au 
monde. T’invoque fon faint nom & fa 
grace & fa mifericorde. Quiconque efpe- 
reen] Eternel ne fera jamais rendu cons 





ph 


% I make no Alteration in bis Osgbogra- 
¥. ' 
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fus. Pourquoy craindrions nous les homes 
mes? Dieu eft pardeflus tout, & rien ne 
fe fait fans fa permiffion. 
‘* Magnifiques & tres-honorez Seigneurs, 
puis qu'on m’objecte ordinairement deux 
chofes. La 1. que je me fuis detraqué 
de la voye de Salut. La Seconde gu’encor 
bien que je ferois en Ja droite voye de fa- 
lut, neantmoins étant en cette creance je 
ne devois point embrafler la charge de 
Miniftere, ni venir en votre ville vous 
Scandalizer. Avec votre permiffion & 
authorite je tafcheray de répondre A ces 
deux points en deux paroles. 
** Quant au premier point, je croy que 
je fuis en la voye de verite, & de Salur, 
& y demeurerai toujours, jufgues a ce 
quon me démontre Je contraire par bonnes 
raifons tireés duVicil Teftament. J'adore 
un feul Dieu. je tafche d'enfuivre la loy 
le mieux guil meft poflible; je veux 
craindre, aimer & benir le faint nom de 
Dieu toute ma vie. 
*€ Quant au fecond point , il faut que vos 
trés honordes Seigneuries fachent que le 
peuple d'Ifrae] ne m/a point voulu rece- 
voir, & m’ont dit que je pouvois vivre 
par tout & entre toutes nations, en la 
crainte de Dieu,fans me defcouvrir & fans 
faire femblant de rien. J’ay enduré mille 
maux enallant a Venife, & en demeurant 
1a quelque temps en tres-miferfable eftar, 
& en retournant encor plus affligé, & mi- 
ferable. Neantmoins j ay toujours efperé 
en mon bon Seigneur Dieu. Or de m'en 
aller demeurer parmy les Papiftes,' j avois 
fait ferment de n’y plus retourner ; j’abo- 
minoy par trop leur Idolatrie; & mefme 
javoy peur gu’on ne m/accufaft d’incon- 
ftance. Mefine fi jeuffe efté défcouvrert 
1a, ils euffent efté plus cruels envers moy 
que vos Seigneuries n ont couftume d’eftre 
envers ceux , qui ne font accufez d’aucun 
crime, mais feulement recerchez en leur 
Confciences. Or jay embraflé le mini- 
{tere, parceque je m’en fentois aucune- 
ment capable, parceque j eftoys desja aagé, 
parceque je defiroys de faire mon mefnage 
a part, & peuteftre avec le temps me ma- 
rier, & navoys point envie de me defcou- 
vrir en ce temps 1a. Combieny en a il 
qui font mariez, & croient peutetre toute 
autre chofe que vous ne croyez pas, & 
neantmoins pour cela ne veulent pas quit. 
ter ni shendients ae enfans, Quant a 
‘ 
Ce 
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ce quon dit que je vous ay Scandalizé 
Vous & votre Ville par mes procedures 
eftranges: a efté par tranfportc, ce na 
pas efté moy, je ne fcay qui ¢aefté, Dieu 
le feait. Voy 1a pour quoy je croy meri- 
ter pardon en cela, puilque cen’a pas efté 
moy, mais une force terrible, efpouven- 
table & furnaturelle, comme toute la ville 
en eft tefmoing, & fe fcait trés bien. & 
n’en fera point Scandalifée. Pluftoft que 
de me venir rendre entre vos mains de 
moy mefme, & dans Ja mort, je m’en 
fuffe pluftoft enfuy jufques au bout du 
monde. 

‘* Magnifiques & tres honorez Seigneurs, 
gardés d’attirer du fang innocent fur vos 
tamilles & fur voftre ville, en me faifane 
mourir ; car vous ne fcavez peuteftre 
point les merveilles de Diev, du puiffant 
Dieu d'Hrael, & pourquoy ceft qu’il m’a 
fi miraculeufement tranfporté en voftre 
ville. Si le commencement en a elté mi- 
raculeux, la fin en fera encor peuteftre 
plus miraculeufe. Je neferay jamais con-~ 
fus, d’autant que j’ay mis TEcernel pour 
ma confiance & pour ma retraitte. Le 
faint nom, de l’Eternel, du grand Dieu 
d Ifrael foie éternellement benit & glorifié 
par tous & en tous endroits. 

‘“* Magnifiques & tres honorez Seigneurs , 
fi vous jugez que je foy digne de mort, 


u 


& sil plfic ainfi au Seigneur Dieu, la vo- 


lonté de Dieu foit faite. Si vous me de- 
livrez, vous aurez delivrée une Ame inno- 
cente, & qui craint le Dieu des cieux. 


‘* Je pricrai Dieu de tout mon coeur qu'il 


luy plaife defployer fur Vous fes faintes 
benedistions, & vous toucher le coeur, fi 


‘ cel eft fon bon -plaifir, eftant 


AN Geneve, ce 12. 
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Magwi fiques Cr tres henoren, Setgneurs, 
Votre tres humble 
Servitcur & Prifonnicr, 


N. ANTHOINE, 


Mars, 1€32. 


That iSy 


jn the Name of the Lord, the God of iracl. 
SLagnificent and moft Honoured Lords, 


HAT E am going to reprefent 
* so you, is net with ap Earenc 
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to avoid Death. Accordin 
don’c deferve it ; for I fear hj 
him, and blefs him, and will blefs ov’ 
worfhip his Holy, Glorious, and Adorable 
Name to my laft Breath. Nevertheless 
according to your Laws and Belief, and 


g to God 


: d 
what is commonly obje&ted tom y; 
think F juftly deferve it. If he ppd 


be pleafed to do it, he would hi 

great Wonders by delivering me mi ~ 
my fake, who am a poor and miferable 
Sinner, but to glorify his great and ado. 
rable Name, and that all the Earth might 
know , that he is the Almighty God who 
reigns in the World. I invoke his Holy 
Name, and implore his Grace and Mercy. 
Whofoever puts his Truft in the Lord 

fhal] never be afhamed. Why fhould we 
be afraid of Men? God is above all , and 
nothing comes to pafs without his Per. 
miffion. 

“* Magnificent and moft Honoured Lords, 
Since Two Things are commonly objetted 
tome. 1 That I have ftrayed from th: 
way to Salvation. 2. Thattho’ I were in 
the right way to Salvation, yet having 
fuch a Belief, I fhould not have embraced 
the Office of Minifter, nor come into. 
your City to give you Offence ; by your 
Leave I: fhall endeavour to anfwer thofe 
Two Points in a few Words, 

** As to the firft Point, I believe I amin 
the way to Truth and Salvation, and fhall 


 perfevere in it, cil! I am fhewed the con. 


trary by good Reafons taken from the Old 
Teftament. I worfhip one only God: | 
endeavour to follow the Law to the belt 
of my Power: f will fear, love and ble!s 
the Holy Name of Ged to the End of 


‘my Life. 
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**- As to the fecond Point, your Lordfiips. 
muft know. that the People of I/rael retu- 
fed to admit me among them, and told.me 
that } might live every where, and among 
all Nations, in the Pear of God, without 
difcovering my Opinions. I have endu- 
red a Thoufand Hardhhips in my way to 
Venice, and in that City, where I have 
been for forme time in a very miferable 
Condition; .and I came awey more afili- 
ted ftill, and. more miferabie. Newes- 
thelefs, | always put my. Truoft in the 
Lord. I could not refolve to hve among. 
the Popifts; for I had {worn to do itno 
more, having a great Abhorrence tw 

* chess 
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‘ be fo, his Will be done. 
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- their Idolatry: Befides, I was afraid of 


being charged with Inconftancy. Nay, 
had I been difcovered among them , they 
would have been more cruel to me than 
your Lordfhips ufe to be towards thole, 
who are not accufed of any Crime, but 
only profecuted for Religion. I have 
embraced the Miniftry, becaufe 1 rhoughe 
I wasfufficiently qualified for it ; becaufe 
I was far in Years ; becaufe I was willing 
to keep Houfe , and perhaps to marry iu 
time ; andI had no Mind to difcover my 
{elf atthatcime: How many are married, 


‘ and have quite another Belief than yours, 


and yet will not leave and forfake their 
Children upon fuch an Account? As for 
what is faid, chat I have Scandalized 
you and your City, by my {trange Pro- 
ceedings; it was through a difordered 
Mind: ‘Tis not I ; I don’t know who ic 
was: God knows it. And cherefore I 
think I deferve to be pardoned in that 
Refpe&, fince "twas not I, but a terrible, 
dreadful, and fupernatural Power; as the 
whole Town may witnefs, and no body 
will be offended at it. Rather than come 
and furrender my felf into your Hands, 
of my own Motion, I had rather fied co 
the remoteft Parts of the World. 


** Magnificent and moft Honoured Lords, 
have a care you don’t draw Innocent 
Blood upon your Heads, and your Fami- 
lies, and City, by putting me to Death; 
for perhaps you know not the Wonders of 
God, the mighty God of J/rae/, and why 
he has fo miraculoufly tranfported me into 
this Town. If the Beginuing of it has 
been miraculous, perhaps the End will 
be more miraculous ftill. I fhall never 
be afhamed, becaufe the Lord is my Truft 
and my Refuge. Let the Holy Name of 


‘ the Lord, the great God of J/rae/, be for 


ever Blefled and Glorified by all Men, 
and in all Places. 


‘“* Magnificent and moft Honoured Lords, 
if you think 1 deferve to be put to Death, 
and if the Lord God is pleafed it fhould 
If you releafe 
me, you will releafe an Innocent Soul, 
which fears the God of Heaven. I pray 
God with all my Hearr, that he would be 
pleafed ¢o pour his moft Holy Bleffings 
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“ upon you, and to move your Hearts, i 
“ it be his good Will; being, 


Magu: ficent and moft Honoured Lord;, 
Yuur mo/? Humble Servant, 
Geneva, March and Prifoner, 
12. 1632. 


N. ANTHOINE. 


On the 1ith of April, 1632. Antboine was 
brought to his Trial, and befides feveral 
other things, which I have already menti- 
ond, he declared he was a Few, befeeching 
God to grant him that he might die for the 
Fewifh Religion ; that he believed there had 
been fuch a Man as Fe/us Chrift, but he knew 
not whether he had been Crucified ; that he 
did not believe him to be God, nor the Son 
of God, nor the Mefies, fince there is but 
one God without any Diftin@ion of Perfons, 
and the Time of the Mejias was not come 
yer; that he reje&ted the New Teftament, 
becaufe he found many ContradiGions in it, 
and becaufe ic did not agree with the Old ; 
that he got himfelf admitted into the Mi. 
niftry, becaufe the Jews told him he mighc 
outwatdly profefls any Religidh without en- 
dangering his Salvation , and becaufe he 
wanted a Livelihood ; that when he took 
the ufual Oaths, it was with « mental Refer- 
vation to what was true and reafonable; that 
being fo far engaged, he could not avoid re. 
citing the Apoftles Creed, and adminiftring 
the Communion ; that he never pronounce! 
diftin&ly the Articles of the Creed , which 
concern our Saviour ; that he took his Texts 
out of the Pfalms, and the Prophet J/aiabh ; 
that the next Day after he had preached up- 
on the Second Pfalm, without applying it to 
Jefus Chrift, he fell into a Fit of Madnefs, as 
he was finging the LXX1Vth Pfalm+; thee 
he was mad when he came to Geneva, and 
called Jrfus Chriff an Idol, Gc that it was 
true he had affirmed that the Paflages of the 
Old Teftament quoted in the New, were 
ftrained, and far-ferched, ce gqwils cricient 
mifericorde; that he had renounced his Bap- 
tifm, and continued to do fo, 
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Afterwards they fhewed him a Paper 
written with his own Hand, but not fub- 
{cribed by him, which contained thefe 
Words: I acknowledge and confefs that Jefus 
Chrift Crucified is the True God, Saviour aud 
Redeemer of the whole World, and that he is the 
fame with the Father and the Holy Ghoft , as to 


his Effence, but diftin® as to his Perfon. His 
Anfwer was, That he had been forced to 


write that Confeffion ; and he difowned the - 


DoGirine containedinit. Then the Famous 
Paflage of Fofephus concerning Chrif? was 
alledged againft him, to which he made no 
Anfwer. Being asked whether he perfifted 
to renounce his Baptifm, he faid he did. 
Being exhorted to confefs whether he had 
frequented the Bawdy-Houfes t at Venice, he 
an{wered, that he could make no fuch Con- 
feflion ,. and prayed God to difcover his In- 
nocence; adding, that the moft Beautiful 
Woman in the World could not have tem- 
pted him ; and then bending his Head, he 


intreated God to take Pity on him, Oc. 


The firft Syndic alledged to him feveral 
Pafflages of the Old Teftament concerning 
Ghriff, and then the Prifoner was recom- 
mitted. 

On the 16th of “prilhe was brought again 
to the Bar. His chief Anfwers were, That 
he had never dogmatized at Geneva; that 
when he gave the Communion in his 
Church at Divonne, he ufed thefe Words, 
Remember your Saviour; that he admini- 
fired Baptifm as other Minifters did; 
that he was in the Way to Salvation, and 
fully. refolved, with God’s Affiftance, to 
die for the Truth of his Do@trine. 

Whereupon the Council condemned him, 
on the acth of April, 1632. to be Strangled 
and Burnt, and their Sentence was executed 
on the fame Day. It imports that Nisolas 
Anthoine, laying afide all fear of God, was 
guilty of Apoftaly and High Treafon againf 
God, having oppofed the Holy Trinity, denied our 
Lord and Saviour Fefus Christ , blafphemed 
againfi his Holy Name, renounced his Baptifm, 
to embrace Judailm and Circumcifion, and per- 
jured himfelf- Which are great and horrid 





t+ Juft as Servetus was ash'd by the Judges, 
whether he had never commnitted Fornication, 
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Crimes, &c. The abovementioned 

of Mr. Ferry had’ fuch an EffeQ ne 
Minifters of Geneva, that they went in 
Body to the Council, and intreated the Ma. 
giftrates to put off the Execution of the 
Prifoner for fome time ; but it was to no 
Purpofe. 

It appears from this Account, 1. That 
Nicolas Anthoine was a weak and extravagant 
Man for embracing fudaifm, becaufe he 
could not fully reconcile the Two Genealo. 
gies of Jefus Chrift , and feveral Paffages of 
the Old Teftament alledged in the New. 
2. That he was perfe&tly mad and diftraged, 
when he fpoke fo extravagantly againft the 
Chriftian Religion. 3. That Mr. Ferry and 
Mr. Mefirezat, Two of the moft Eminent 
Divines of the Reformed Churches of France, 
did not approve that he fhould be putto 
Death: They were only for confining and 
inftru€ting him : Errantis pena doceri. 4. It 
appears that Nicolas was guilty of great 
Knavery, in afcending every Sunday the Pul- 
pit of a Chriftian Church, though he was a 
Jew. °Tis faid that many Jews have ated 
the fame Part in Spain and Portugal. 


To conclude, I pity thofe Men, who are 
apt to fink under any Difficulty, that may 
be raifed againft the New Teftament. One 
would think their Minds are wholly taken up 
with an QObje&tion, without confidering 
whether it may not be anfwered to the Satifs 
faftion of a reafonable Man. Lee all our 
Enquiries into Matters of Religion be at 
tended with great Confideration , Uprightnefs 
of Heart, and a profound Refpeé& for the 
Deity ; and then, as we are bound to think 
freely , we fhall alfo think foberly , and ne- 
ver publith, either dire@ly or indireGly, 
any. Opinions inconfiftent with the Good of 
Mankind. 
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Jacques Eftienne , rue Saint 
Jacques, ala Vertu. MDCCXIII. 


That is, 4 DEMONSTRATION of 
the Exiftence of GOD, grounded upon 
the Knowledge of Nature, and adapted 
to the meaneft Capacities, Paris. 


1713. #120. page. 314, 


5 HE *% Author of the Advertifement, 
pretixed tothis Work, rightly obferves, 
that of all the Proofs of the Exiftence of 
God, none are fo evident , as that which is 
grounded upon the Knowledge of the 
World, and of Man in particular. This 
Demonftration convinced the ancient Philo- 
fophers, and ought to convince every atten- 
tive Man. The Holy Fathers were fenfible 
of its Serength , and took great Care to fet 
it ina full Light , being perfuaded that it 
was fefficient to deftroy Impiety. Laétarn- 
tiusin his Book De Opificio Dei ; St. Athana- 
fus in his Treatife againft the Gentiles ; Se. 
Gregory Nazianzen , in his XXXIVth Orati- 
on; St. Bafl and St. Gregory Ny/fen, in their 
Expofitions of the firft Chapter of Gene/s, 
made ufe of all their Eloquence to render 
that Demonftration fenfible. Granada did 
more enlarge upon that Subje&, in his 
Catechifm , than any of thofe ancient Fa. 
thers , and defcended to the minuteft Parti- 
culars in order to make that Proof more fa- 
miliar. The Author of the Advertifement 
adds, that the Anonymous Writer of this 
Book “ has made it his Bufinefs , afcer fo 
‘* many great Men, todive into that Argu- 
‘ ment, and to ground it upon the Princi- 
“ ples of the moft exa& Philofophy ; and at 
‘“‘ the fame time to adapt it to the meaneft 
“ Capacities. Our Age, (continues he ) 
‘* has produced but few Perfons able to ex. 
“ ecute fo great a Defign ; and it has been 
* fully executed: by the Author. None, 
‘“ but a Man of a fublime Genius, could 
“ have unfolded all the Springs of Nature , 
‘* in order to paint out their Beauties. None, 
* but a Man of an eafy Genius, of a copi- 
ous, fmooth, and infinuating Eloquence, 
could have made thofe Beauties fenfible, 
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“ brought down to the People the moft ex. 
‘“ alred Part of Philofophy, and enabled 
* chem to penetrate into the Depths of God. 
“ None but a Man of a fteddy and fubtil 
“ Genius , could have prevented the Cavils 
“ of impious Men. Thofe Qualifications 
“* appear in this Work, and difcover the Aus 
" hoe ; whofe Style would be otherwife 
** fufficient to difcover him. 

This Book is divided into 92 fhort Se&ti- 
ons, the Summaries whereof contain the 
Subftance, not only of the Demonftration, 
but alfo of the falfe Obje&ions that may be 
raifed againft ic by the Epicureans. The 
Author does carefully confider the Beings, 
of which the Univerfe confifts; and having 
fet forth the Wonders of each of them, for- 
ces the Reader to conclude with him, that 
thofe Beings are the Work of an infinite 
Wifdom. We can neither contrac his Re.. 
flexions, for fear of weakening them ; nor 
infert many of them , becaufe: the narrow 
Bounds, within which we are confined , do 
not allow of it. What follows will perhaps be 
fufficient to give aNotion of the wholeWork. 

The Author brings the Sux into his De- 
monftration, Se&t. 17. Befides that conftant 
Courfe, which forms Nights and Days, the 
Sun difcovers another Courfe , whereby ic 
moves towards one Pole during the Space of 
SixMonths,and towards the other inthefame: 
Space of Time. That beautiful Order is 
the Reafon why one Sun is fufficientfor the 
wiole Earth. Were it bigger at the fame Di- 
ftance, it would ferthe whole World onfire , 
and theEarth would fly intoDuft. Were it leffer 
at the fameDiftance,theEarth would be frozen 
up and uninhabited. Were it.nearer us with 

“the fame Bignefs, it-would fcorchus. Were 
it farther from us with the fame Bignefs, we 
could not live upon the terreftrial Globe for 
want of Héat. How skilful is the Hand, 
which encompaffing Heaven and Earth , has 
taken fuch jauft Meafures! The Sun is no 
lefs beneficial to that Part , from which ie 
removes,in order to temperate it,than to that’ 
it comes near to, that it may favour it with 
its Beams. That Change occafions the Vi- 
ciflicude of Seafons, the Variety whereof is 
fo pleafant and agreeable, The Spring fi- 
lences the cold Winds, fhews Flowers, and 
promifes Fruits. The Summer affords plene - 
tifal Harvefts. The Autumn brings forth 


the Fruits, which the Spring romifed. The 
Night, in which 
Nica 


Winter, which is a kind o 





Men reft from their labours, conceals all the 
- "Treafures of the Earth for no other Reafon, 
but that the next Spring may difplay them 
with all the Gracesof Novelty. Thus Na- 
ture, differently adorned, affords fucceflive- 
ly fo many beautiful SpeGacles, that Men 
can never grow weary of their prefent En- 
joyments. But how can the Sun have fuch 
a regular Courfe ? That celeftial Body is‘on- 
ly a Globe of very fubtil Flame, and confe- 
quently very fluid. What is ic that keeps 


{uch a moveable and impetuous Flame with. | 


in the Bounds of a perfe& Globe ? By what 
Hand is that Flame directed in its way, 
without ever Jaunching out on either Side ? 
That Flame fticks to nothing ; and there is 
no Body that can dire& , or keep it under 
Subjeftion. It would quickly confume any 
' Body, that would keep it within its enclo- 
fure. Whither does it go? Who taught it 
zo turn round without any Intermifflion, and 
fo regularly, in thofe Spaces wherein no- 
thing conftrains it? Does it not circulate 
round us, on Purpofe to do us good ? But 
if that Flame does not go round ; if, on the 
contrary, we turn round it, I ask how it 
comes to be fo well placed in the Center of 
the World, to be the Focw or the Center of 
Nature ? I ask how it comes to pafs that this 
Globe of fuch a fubtil Matter never launches 
out on either Side into thofe immenfe Spa- 
ces that furround it, in which all the Bodies, 
that are Fluid , muft needs yield to the Im- 
petuofity of that Flame? Laftly, I ask how 
it comes to pafs that the Globe of the Earth, 
which is fo hard, turns fo regularly about 
that celeftial Body in a Space, wherein not 
one folid Body keeps it in Subje&ion to re- 


gulate its Courfe ? Let us feek out the moft’ 


ingenious Reafons that natural Philofophy 
can afford to explain that Fa&: All thofe 
Reafons (fuppofing they are true) will be as 
anany Proofs of a Deity. 

The Author expreffes himfelf thus con- 
cerning the inftin& of Animals, Se&. 23. A- 
nimals have what we call an Jnftin#, both to 
come near thofe Objects that may be benefi- 
cial, and to fhun chofe that may be hurtful 
tothem. We need not enquire wherein 
that Inftin& confifts: Let us be contented 
with the bare Fa& without arguing about it. 
A young Lamb fmells out its Mother , and 
runs toher. A Sheep is ftruck with Hor- 
ror at the coming of a Wolf, and runs away 
before it can perceive it. A hunting Dog 
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will almoft infallibly difcover the w, 
Stag by the bare Smell. There is iq mi 
Animal an impetuous Spring, which re. 
unites the Spirits all of afudden,which teadg 
all the Nerves, makes all the Joints more 
pliant, and increafes, upon a fudden Dan. 
ger Strength, Nimblenefs, Swiftnefs, and 
hifts to avoid the Obje& that threatens it 
with: Deftru€&ion. We need not enquire 
here, whether Beafts have any Knowledge 
The Motions I am difcourfing of , are alto. 
gether {pontaneous , even in a human Mi. 
chine. Should a Rope-dancer argue abour 
the Rulesof 2£quilibrium , reafoning would 
make him lofe the £quilibrium , which he 
keeps to a Wonder without arguing ; and he 
would fall to the Ground, Thus ic is with 
Beafts. Say, if you will, that they argue as 
wellas Men: By faying fo you will never 
weaken my Argument. Their Faculty of 
Reafoning can be of no Ufe to explain thofe 
Motions which are moft admirable in them, 
Will any one fay theyjknow the niceft Rules 
of Mechanicks, which they obferve with 
fucha wonderful Exaétnefs, when they mug 
run, leap, fwim, hide themfelves, or make 
Ufe of the ftrongeft Part of their Body in 
their own Defence ? ——— Will any one 
affirm that they are endowed with Reafoa 
in thofe very Motions , which a Man does 
certainly perform without the Ufe of it ? 
Beafts, will fome fay, are dire&ed by an In- 
ftin&. Letit be fo: And indeed it isa real 
Inftin@. Bue that Inftiné is an admirable 
Sagacity and Dexterity, not in Beafts, which 
neither argue, nor have time to argue; but 
in the Supreme Wifdom by which they are 
dire&ed. That Inftin& or that Wifdom, 
which dire&ts a Beaft, upon thofe Occafions 
wherein i¢ could not direé it felf, were it 
as rational as Men, can be nothing elfe but 
the Wifdom of the Artift who made that 
Machine, What fhould we think 
of a Watch, that fhould run away when 
there is Occafion for it , defend it felf , and 
make its Efcape to prevent any one from 
breaking it ? Should we not admire the Art 
of the Workman? Could any one believe 
the Springs of that Watch would have been 
formed, proportioned, difpofed, and united 
by mere Chance ? Could any one believe he 
had fully explained thofe induftrious Opera- 
tions, by mentioning the Inftin& and Nature 
of that Watch? 
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Here follow the Author’s Remarks upon 


ain, Ses. 41. What an amazing Pro. 
any i the Subftance of the Brain, which 
eferves wich great Order fuch genuine Re- 
prefentations of fo many Obdjects,thar ftruck 
upon our Senfes , ever fince we came into 
the World! We admire, not without Rea. 
fon, the Invention of Books, which preferve 
the Hiftory of fo many Fats, and a Colle- 
&ion of fo many Thoughts. But can there 
be any Comparifor between the fineft Book 
and the Brain of a Learned Man ? Doubtlefs 
that Brain is a Colle&tion infinitely more 
precious, and of a finer Invention, than that 
Book. It is in that {mall Receptacle that a 
Man finds exa€tly all the Images which he 
wants. When he calls them, they come: 
When he difmiffes them , they fink again I 
know not where, and difappear to make 
Room for others. A Man.opens and fhuts 
his [magination like a Book, He turns over 
the Leaves of it, if I may fay fo: He fud- 
denly goes from one End to the other — 
That admirable Book is only a foft Sub- 
ftance, or a Kind of Clew, confifting of 
tender and interwoven Filaments. How 
skilful is that Hand , which has been able to 
conceal in a Kind of unformed Mud fuch 
precious Images, and fuch Reprefentations 
fo artfully difpofed ? 

What the Author fays concerning Thoughe, 
Se&. 44. appears to us worthy of being in. 
ferted here at length. No Philofopher (fays 
he) can avoid chufing one of thefe-two Pro- 
pofitions. Either Matter may 2¢quire the 
Faculty of Thinking : Or Matter cannor 
think, and what thinks within us is 2 diftin® 
Being united to it, If Matter may acquire 
the Faculty of Thinking, it muft be confef. 
fed at leaft that all Matrer does noc think, 
and that the very Matter which thinksnow, 
did not think fifty Years ago: For Inftance, 
thé Matter of the Bedy of a young Man 
did not think ten Years before he was born. 
Wherefore we malt fay that Matter may ac- 
quire Thought by acertain Difpofition and 
Motion of its Parts. Let us take for Exam- 
ple the Matter of aStone , or of a Heap of 
Sond. This Portion of Matter does not 
think at all: That it may begin to think, 
all its Parts muft be figured, difpofed, and 
moved ina certain Senfe , and to a certain 
Degree. Who has found out with fo much 
Juftnefs that Proportion, that Difpoficion, 
that Motion in fuch a Senfe, and not in ano- 
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ther, and to fuch a Degree, under and above 
which Matter would never think? Who 
has beftowed all thofe juft and precife Mo- 
difications upona vile and unformed Mat. 
ter, to frame the Body of a Child, and make 
it Rational by Degrees ? On the contrary, 
if it be faid that Matter cannot think, and 
that a thinking Being muft be united to ir : 
Task what is that other Being which thinks. 
whilft Matter, to which it is united, does 
only move. Thofe Two Subftances are ve.’ 
ry different. We know one of them only 
by Figures and local Motions ; and the o- 
ther only .by Perceptions and Reafonings. 
The one does not give an Idea of the other, 
and their Ideas have nothing common to 
both of them. What Power, fuperi- 
or to thofe two Beings, has been able to u- 
nite them together ? 

This. Work ends with a very moving 
Prayer, wherein the Author makes an ad 


mirable Ufe of the Truths which he has 
laid down. 
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JOANNIS RAIE Synopfis metho- 
dica AVIUM & PISCIUM: 
Opus pofthumum, quod vivus 
recenfuit & perfecit ipfe infienif- 
fimus Author : in quo multas Spe- 
cies, in ipfius Ornithologia & 
Ichthyologia defideratas, adjecit ; 
methodumque fuam PISCIUM 
Nature magis convenienrem reds 
didit. Cum Appendice & Iconi- 
nibus. Londini: Impenfis Gu-: 
liclmi Innys , ad Infignia Princi-~ 
pis in Coeemeterio Divi Pauli. 
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That is, A METHODICAE DE- 
SCRIPTION of BIRDS end 
FISHES , by the late Mr. JOHN. 
RAY, who has addcd to it many 


Species of Birds and Fifhes ; that 
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were wanting in bis Ornithology 
and Ichthyology , and rendred bis 
Method of FISHES more agreeable 
to Nature. With an Appendix, 
and feveral Figures. London.1713. 
In 8vo. Page. 192, & 166. Be- 
fides feveral Indexes. 


R. Derham , to whom we are indebted 
for this Pofthumous Work of the ce- 
lebrated Mr. Ray, informs us that the Origi- 
nal has been lately found by chance in a 
Bookfeller’s Shop, where it lay a long time 
fall of Duft by the Fault of the Bookfeller, 
-who could not be prevailed upon to reitore 
it, as it appears from feveral Letters of Mr. 
Ray’s Friends. This Defcription of Birds 
and Fifhes was perfected by the Author him- 
felf long before he died. Mr. Ray went a- 
bout it-at the Defire of his Learned Friends ; 
and to render that Work more compleat, 
Dr. Sloane communicated to him the Obfer- 
vations which he had made in famaica , and 
fome Other Difcoveries. At laft this Work 
was finifhed about the Year 169}, or 1694. 
Many Species of Birds and Fithes have been 
added to it, not to be found in Sir Francu 
Willoughby’s Ornithologia and Ichthyologia ; and 
the Method of the fecond Part is more a- 
greeable to Nature. Befides, this Book is 
more convenient, and more correct 
than thofe of the Author juft now menti- 
oned. 

Mr. Ray’s Method is fo well known to all 
the Lovers of Natural Hiftory , that I need 
not tell the Readers, that they will find in 
this Work the fame beautiful Order and 
Difpofition, which appear in his other Per- 
formances. There is at the End of the firft 
Part a Defcription of feveral Indian Birds a- 
bout Fort St. George with their Figures. 
That Defcription has been communicated 
by Mr. Petiver, whofe great Skill in natural 
Hiftory has procured him fo great a Repu- 
tation both at Home and Abroad. Atthe end 
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of the fecond Part, there is a Deferine! 
feveral Fifhes, with their FiguaPtion . 
difcovered on the Coafts of Cornwall b as 
George Fago, who fenc it to Mr, ts hg 
This an is interfperfed with feveral 
curious ervations , outo 
only mention Two. + OF which T fal 
Rigs oy as rig ta Nef 
that was found in the Peack of p rei 
the Year 1668. That Nef Ett id 
Two Ells. broad, without any Cavity 
They found in it a young Eagle ready to fly 
as heavy as a Goofe, with a Lamb. a he 
and three Wild Fowl]s t. ; 
Our Author believes | that the Canis car. 
charias or Lamia of Rondelet, Gefner, and J]. 
drovantus,(in Englifh the WHITE SHARK,) 
is that very Fith , in the Belly of which the 
Prophet Jonas remained three Days. He 
confirms his Conjefture by a curious Pat. 
fage out of Lycophrom. Rondelet {ays that he 
faw a White Shark of an indifferent Size 
which weighed a thoufand Pounds. The 
Inhabitants of Nice told Gidius that they had 
taken one of thofe Fifhes, weighing four 
thoufand Pounds, and chat they found a 
whole Man in its Belly. Rondelet faw alfo 
upon the Coafts of Saintonge another White 
Shark, whofe Mouth and Throat were fo 
large , that it might eafily {wallow a fat 
Man. That Author is alfo of Opinion that 
Jonas got into the Belly of a White Shark. 


of an Eagle , 


I think I need not give a further Account 
of this excellent Work. All the Curious 
will doubtlefs provide themfelves with fuch 
an ufeful and entertaining Book. 





t Pag. 6. 


+ See a Curious Paffage concerning the Nefls 
of Eagles above Pag. 13. 


| Pag. 18, 19. 
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